
2019 Newsletter 
LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL & Assistant Principal  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

School Closings & Delays 

The district uses Infinite Campus as our automated phone calling and text messaging system. This sys-
tem is our primary way to notify you of any closings or delays. The primary contact number is pulled 
from our Student Management System, so it is important that the information is current. 

If your number has changed, please provide the office with your new number immediately.  

Each morning the Ms. Tunson and I have been recording our daily announcements and teachers play 
the video to students before starting their day. We often ask students to perform one kind act during the 
day. During November, students are writing about gratitude and what they are grateful for. Below is a 
list of ways that students can practice gratitude at home: 

1. SAY PLEASE AND THANK YOU. Our manners show that we do not believe we are entitled to 
anything, and that in fact, we appreciate whatever comes our way. 

2. HELP SOMEONE LESS FORTUNATE. This could be your neighbor down the street, grandma, 
or someone you know who is in a tough spot. 

3. VOLUNTEER. Help out at a homeless shelter, soup kitchen, or nonprofit. 
    SEND OUT THANK YOU CARDS. Express your gratitude for those who have added value to 

your life. 
4. LOOK FOR AWE-INSPIRING MOMENTS IN YOUR DAY. If the sunset is particularly beautiful, 

comment on it. If the sound of the baby’s laughter warms your heart, tell your children. Encourage 
them to look for their awe-inspiring moments and share them with you. 

5. SHARE YOUR GRATITUDE AT BEDTIME. Take five minutes at the end of the day to ask your 
child what he is thankful for that day. 

6. SHARE YOUR GRATITUDE AT THE DINNER TABLE. Take a moment at dinner time to share 
what you are thankful for. Go around the table, allowing each family member a chance to vocalize 
their gratitude. 

7. COMPLIMENT OTHERS. Encourage your children to do the same. Share things you appreci-
ate about another person. 

 
As always, if you have any specific questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s teach-
er or the main office. 
We hope that you have a wonderful Thanksgiving, 
 
Kellie Moore 
 
Erika Tunson 



KINDERGARTEN 

FIRST GRADE 

Hello from First Grade  
We wanted to send a very special thank you to all you parents for coming to conferences and meeting with 
us. It was great to sit down and chat with each and every one of you!  
Things are moving right along in first grade. We are about halfway done with Unit 2 in Reading where we 
have been learning about the community. Students have learned about people, places, and things in the com-
munity. We will be starting Unit 3 in December which will talk about what changes happen over time. 
Reading is getting a little harder for your children, we are learning about blends (gl, cl, dl, etc.), constant 
blends (nd, nk, nt, sk etc.), as well as digraphs (th, sh, -ng, etc.) Make sure you are talking with your student 
about the sounds for the week and ask about the essential question they are learning about! In Math, we 
have started Module 2, where your students are learning about adding 3 different numbers together. We are 
also starting to get into solving math problems that have a solution of a teen number. Be sure that you are 
working with your child every night on their math facts. In Writing, we have shifted from the informative/
explanatory writing and have moved into opinion writing. The students will still be expected to write with a 
topic sentence, a conclusion sentence, and have big ideas with supporting details. When talking with your 
child ask their opinion and ask why they feel that way. Science has moved from solids and liquids to Earth-
en Materials such as rocks and soil.  
Thank you,  
Mrs. Opp, Mrs. Martinez, and Ms. Urich  

Thank you to everyone who participated in conferences and our 50th Anniversary Celebration!  We enjoyed interacting 
with each one of you.  Please keep reading with your child for 20 minutes each day and practicing sight words for 10 
minutes daily.  Please practice identifying numbers 0-10 and counting to 100 also; this really reinforces what we are doing 
here at school.   

In Reading our Unit theme is about going places.  We will learn the letters Ii, Nn, and Kk plus their sounds.  We will iden-
tify these sounds at the beginning, middle, and end of words and we will blend these sounds to make words.  Please watch 
for papers that your child brings home so you can see what we have been doing.  Ask your child to identify the letters and 
their sounds for you.  In Math we are reviewing numbers 0-10 and 2D and 3D shapes.  We will begin a new module about 
measurement, comparing how long, how tall, how heavy, and how light objects are.  In Writing we are using sight words 
and sounding out words so we can write a sentence to match a writing prompt.  We are also increasing our skills in draw-
ing detailed pictures.  In Science we are learning about force and motion; we will be pushing and pulling objects and ex-
perimenting with ramps to see how fast and how far objects can go. 

The weather has been very unpredictable!  Please make sure your child has a coat every day and it would be a good idea to 
send a hat and gloves also. 

Thank you for all your support, 

The Kindergarten Team 



THIRD GRADE 

FOURTH GRADE 

FIFTH GRADE 

Third grade - Happy November! This month in third grade students are continuing to work in reading 
on fluency and comprehension, specifically focusing on themes and making predictions. We are always excit-

ed to see the growth happening as students make progress!  Please continue to read at night and encourage stu-
dents to write in their reading logs for homework. In writing, we are continuing to work on organizing our 
thoughts to answer a prompt directly referring to text evidence. In math, third graders are building on previ-

ously learned skills to answer one and two step word problems involving multiples of 6, 7, 8, and 9. We hope 
everyone stays warm and has a great Thanksgiving holiday! 

We are seeing a lot of growth with fourth grade! Homework every night students should be reading 20 minutes 
and may log onto xtra math or imagine math. In Math, students just finished up with multiplication and moving 
on to division with while numbers. In Writing, students are working hard on writing point of view in a narrative 
writing. In Social Studies, students have been learning why people settled here in Colorado. In Reading, students 
have been working very hard to understand a theme of story. This year is going great and we can't wait to see 
what these fourth graders have in store for us. 

  

4th grade team 

5th grade is still Rockin' and Rolling along.  Parent/Teacher conferences are over and we want to sincerely 
"Thank you" for taking the time to meet with us regarding your child's progress in the classroom.  Your child 
recently went on a field trip to the 21st Century Library to meet the author Katherine Marsh.  She spoke about 
her book and was thrilled that our 5th graders were able to come and visit with her.  We have been reading her 
book, "Nowhere Boy", in class,  and the students have really taken an interest in the story.   

Please keep in mind, as the weather changes and the snow is already here, that your child needs to bring their 
winter coat daily.  We often have them go outside for recess and the students need their coats if an emergency 
arises, such as a fire drill. 

Your student is likely to have homework most days. Please ensure they are reading at home and practicing math 
facts as well.   

5th Grade Team 



ART 

MUSIC 

Happy Fall! I know there has been a lot of snow recently, but in art, we are just getting started in this new quar-
ter. Kindergarten is learning how to give their opinion in a respectful way. Especially if we don't like the art-
work! First grade has learned to put colors and feelings together. We are making a picture with only one color. 
It's crazy! Second grade is working on symmetry and third grade is figuring out two dimensional and three di-
mensional artworks. Fourth grade is learning about one-point perspective and it is very difficult. Fifth grade is 
dipping their toes into surrealism and how we can interpret the intended meaning of a work of art.  

If you have a student in third or fifth grade, their artwork will be hanging in the Sand Creek Library for the 
month of November. Stop by and check out the art gallery with Bricker Elementary school anytime the library is 
open! 

~Ms. Lauffenburger 

Students are hard at work in the music room!  Kindergarteners have been working on musical opposites.  We can 
identify when music is fast, slow, loud, or quiet, and we know how to show all of those things with our voices, 

instruments, or by moving our bodies.  1st and 2nd graders have been working on reading and writing music 
notes.  3rd grade students have been learning about music from the past and how different composers use instru-
ments in different ways.  The highlight of the unit is our field trip to the Colorado Spring Philharmonic.  4th 

grade has been working on improvising, and even though they say it can be a little scary at times, they have 
made a lot of progress.  5th grade students have been working on writing music with time signatures, and they’re 
finding out that sometimes math can be a part of music.  Keep up the good work, mustangs! 

Our students have been working hard on language skills.  They just finished taking a quarterly language assess-

ment that tests listening, speaking, reading, and writing domains.  Students are showing growth in all domains.  

Please continue to support your child at home using the online i-Ready program.  They can log on for at least 15 

minutes a day after school.  Another way that you can support your child is to make sure they are reading for 20 

minutes a day and speaking in complete sentences.  Talk to your child about what they are learning at school and 

encourage them to participate in the classroom.  Thank you for your support in their education.   

Ms. San Juan, Ms. Cormier, & Ms. Mayorga 



DISTRICT CORNER 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
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November 2019 

Skate City 4 

PM-6 PM 

Picture         

retake day 

$1 uniform 

free day 

Red Day! Last 

day of red 

ribbon week 

Pickle Day 

We strive to keep you adequately informed about the direction of D2. Please take advantage of being in the know!  Here are some of the 
ways you can be informed: 

 Winter weather is upon us. Ensure your email and phone numbers are listed in Infinite Campus by checking with your school registrar.  
This allows you to get important notices from your child’s campus or the District.   

 Follow the District and your child’s campus on Facebook and Twitter.  Download the FREE District App with over 60 languages available 
and turn on push notifications for weather alerts!  Visit the Apple app store or Google Play Store: 

 

 

 

 The Choice Enrollment Window for the 2020-2021 school year opens Monday, November 18th at 7:30 a.m. and you can request a spe-
cific campus by visiting the District Office during business hours. Visit our website for information ahead of Choice Enrollment. 

 Are you registered to vote? It’s easy to do so! Register online, update your registration or request a paper voter registration form 

through the mail at https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/voter-registration/ . We are so proud that the Harrison 

School District Two Zalman Center is a polling place!  

https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/voter-registration/

